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fail to pursue goals. 


Dear Lyra, 


My boyfriend of 3 years proposed marriage to me last week, and | declined, more because | 
don't believe in marriage than anything else. He took this badly, and has been going through 
some kind of deconstructive existential crises for the entire week. He's completely unrespon- 
sive and dead. Id like to give him some time to get over the whole thing so we can just go 
back to what we are, but we cohabitate, in the same bedroom no less. How should | handle 
this? Would it be a bad idea for me to leave him alone for this and, say, go on a vacation for 
a few days? | don’t want him to think I’m pulling out, but he isn’t listening to anything | say. 
| may as well have cheated on him for the way he’s reacting. How do! snap him out of this? 


-H 
Hello H, 


Hello. | feel like he should know you well enough by now to not take it personally. Three 
years is an eternity to some people. If | were him, | don’t think that | would like to be 
left alone, but if | were you, I’d be pretty sick of his whiny mood and want to leave for a 
bit. If you can afford the time away, go for it. Be firm with him and say that you're into 
him enough to live with him and share a bed, and that should be enough. Marriage is 
equivalent to marking territory for some people; maybe he’s just insecure in the rela- 
tionship. Try to find out what the need is behind his motivation, and if you want to keep 
the relationship going, as it sounds you do, be attentive to this insecurity. Best wishes. 


-Lyra 
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Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


So 11's BEEN SIX MONTHS ALREADY! ae we sure have had some good laffs, and 
learned a few lessons and made some wonderful new friends. Thanks to every- 
one who makes it possible from week to week: Miranda Stoat and Wendy Otter 
for consistently contributing quality content, the team at Staples for printing 
it up real nice, our generous sponsors (ahem, how’s about you go check ‘em 
out?), all the folks who write in, and all the folks who have come to let us be a 
part of their routine. Thanks for reading! Many more months to come. ¥ 


OMG! It’s Wacky Facts! - In 1976, a Los Angeles woman officially married a fifty 
pound rock. More than twenty people witnessed the ceremony. ¥ New Jersey 
has the most diners per capita in the world. ¥ The long fibers that are found 
in bananas can make paper approximately 3,000 times stronger than wood 
pulp paper. ¥ The state of Tennessee was known as Franklin before 1796. ¥ 
Americans consumed more than twenty billion hot dogs in 2012. ¥ It would 
take approximately twenty-four trees that are on average six to eight inches in 
diameter to produce one ton of newsprint for the Sunday edition of the New 
York Times. ¥ The cigarette lighter was invented before the match. ¥ The tua- 
tara lizard of New Zealand has three eyes, two in the center of its head and one 
on the top of its head. ¥ 


Apventures IN Mopern Mytuotoey (part 3 oF 3)- So we left Ollie Rabbit in a dank 
tower inhabited by a skeleton, peering into an enchanted mirror that reflected the 
resplendent daylight of a bygone time, his eyes locked with the beautiful viola- 
playing maiden he knew hed sought these long, cold years. But what breed of mir- 
ror is it that reflects not the room as it is, but the pillar-of-salty nostalgia dregs 
of eons past? A spider web fit for a wandering poet. Let’s see how he fares. Ollie 
stepped tremblingly up, and splayed his fingers on the glass, an otherworldly 
chill upon his bare hands, and dropped them immediately, ashamed of the 
greasy stains he trailed. “My hero.’ The maiden whispered. “At last.’ And as she 
rose in reflection, the skeleton rose behind him. “I've waited for you, my cre- 
ator, my love.’1 step closer. Slow music. 2 steps closer. “I've waited to bring you 
here, to the beautiful world that you've made.’ And she played the song that 
his mother once sang him, and he smiled the smile that he had once smiled. 
“But how do | get you out of there, fair Maiden?”She furrowed her brow and 
the skeleton lurched forward. And he didn’t notice. “But why would | want to 
get out?” And that’s where we leave Ollie. Because that’s where Ollie dies. And 
we can make assumptions about what his death was like. We can hope that 
as alabaster bones encircled his throat, he fell forward, and the mirror broke, 
and the sunlight bled out like honey, and he was carried on a mellow tide to 
the land he spent his life creating. Or we can assume that he lies on the floor, 
himself now a skeleton, his bones mingled with those of the love he found 
for a shimmering moment, and that together they inhabit the eternal slanting 
sunset of a long dead afternoon in the fiery mirror fragments strewn across 
the floor. But what lesson is there to take from either ending? Why didn’t we 
see that owl again? These are valid questions. Just watch out for towers in the 
forest that have stairs made out of stories and bones and mirrors. Or | dunno, 
maybe you should seek the tower out. It’s not even really an unhappy ending 
if he can live in his fantasy. | guess just be aware that the skeleton is creeping 
up. Right? Hmmm. | guess | should have thought about this more. That's the 
moral I’m taking away. 
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Each year that passes rings you inwardly 
with memory and might. Wield your 
heart and the world will tremble. 


-Doran, the Siege Tower 


Around Town 
girl in Hollister hoodie- | literally eat McDonald's everyday. If it’s not McDonald's 


it's Taco Bell. 
%, 
55 & Arch Se 
old guy 1- Hey! You get outa here, I’m tellin’ you. OB 
old guy 2- Oh yeah? Well you smell like a butt. ars 
cS 


old guy 1- Well you smell like a pussy. And abutt andadick. %? 


old guy 2- You just get outa here! 3S 

old guy 1- I’m tellin’ you to get outa here! One 
old guy 2- And you smell like a butt! BA. 
old guy 1- I’m about to make you smell like a butt you don’t get %D 


outa here! 
old guy 2- Ahhhhhhhhhh! Forget you! I’m outa here. 


You ever have one of those nights 
Spotted in front of Mariposa Food Co-op where you finish a really good fan- 


tasy book series, and it’s late and 
(48 and baltimo re) : you should probably go to sleep 


because you have to produce an 
indie newspaper in the morn- 
ing, but you have that charged 
hum of magic that attends the 
end of a well-told story, so you 
drink another beer, and fire up 
the computer in an attempt to 
write something pretty, but your 
eyes are getting heavy before you 
even get started, so you down a 
gallon of shitty energy drink and 
another beer, and then you feel 
too clinical and focused, so you 
mix some _ hallucinogens into 
the stew and have another beer, 
but then you start to realize that 
you're suddenly really into the 
concept of a woman turning into 
a pumpkin, so you start to look for 
vegetable transformation porn or 
erotica, can’t find it, put ‘writing 
vegetable transformation erotica’ 
on the to-do list, and turn back 
to the screen, but there's just a 
blank field and that infernal flash- 
ing slash of death that is the idle 
cursor, pounding on the page, a 
fist from the other side, a demon 
tapping morse code on the skull 
white screen: “Give up. Give up. 
No one wants to read this trash.’ 
And you fight the urge to browse 
toward Netflix and you fight it so 
hard that your radius and ulna 
torque to splinters and you start 
to confuse the story written with 
the story lived, the ink for the 
blood, the page for the skin, and 
you wonder how you'll ever mus- 
ter the mind to finish the serial 
myth in a satisfactory way? 
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HEKOSS 


1. Liquorice liquor 

5. Spock’s strong point 

10. Wind named for Boreas 
14. City on Cyprus 

15. Early Buddhist scriptures 
16. Alkenol 

17. Members of your granfalloon 
19. Welsh warrior god 

20. Possessive pronoun 

21. What you eat 

22. To operate an aircraft 

24. 4 year degree in music 
25. One who exceeds legal velocity 
26. To compensate for faults 
29. To make unadulterated 
30. Bird 

31. How cats bathe 

32. Doors of tongue house 
35. Refuge for eggs 

36. Attends 

37. Queen of Carthage 

38. Squid leavings 

39. Forgiveness or compassion 
40. Memento 

41. Sharpness 

43. To part the neck 

44. Triumph 

46. Charlie or Bumble Bee 
47. Rise 

48. Manufactures typewriters 
49. Very cold 

52. Perceived visually 

53. Conceivable 

56. Celtic 

57. Consumed 

58. Simba 

59. Soap frame bar 

60. Play fight 

61. Whispered exclamations 


TRIVIA TW 


1. What famous document begins: “When in the course of human events...’? 

2. What branch of the U.S. military had only 50 soldiers when WWI broke out? 

3. What game was created by French mathematician Blaise Pascal, which he 
discovered while experimenting with perpetual motion? 

4. Who said, “I’m the president of the United States and I’m not going to eat 
any more broccoli!”? ANSWERS ON BACK 


DIOWIN 


1. Spore sacs 

2. Carrot or potato 

3. Charity 

4. Monetary unit of Laos 

5. Ancient region of west central Italy 
6. Large humanoid monsters 

7. Style of walking 

8. Gorham’s Disease 

9. Antihypertensive drug 

10. Firm opinion 

11.Woman who defies social expectation 
12. Way 

13. Medicinal tree 

18. Don Draper and colleagues 

23. Blood tunnel 

24. Thrash 

25. Resembling the hard white fat of sheep 
26. Rajah’s wife 

27. Level 

28. Access to a computer's mass storage 
device 

29. Expensive 

31. Celebration 

33. Notion 

34. Tiny lake 

36. Strange people 

37. Capital of Qatar 

39. A sub-atomic particle 

40. Wooden projection 

42. Locomotion organs of jellyfish 
43. Tools for engraving copper 

44. Urns 

45. A river in southeastern France 

46. Striped cat 

48. Goodbye 

49. Wading bird 

50. Blood chunk 

51. Yearns 

54. Places on paper 

55. High mountain 
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Prime spot for an ad, ain't it 
Right by this cat. 
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Tic 
Tac Go! 
Toe! 


“All Secret Admir- 
er related loco 
motion 
is con- 
ducted 
via 
bicycle.” 
-Lemon 


